COURSE OUTLINE FALL 2008

Timetable:

Lec. 01

Instructor:

Course Content:

GEOGRAPHY 205 H (3-0) (AREA III)
GATEWAY TO GEOGRAPHY
FALL SESSION 2008
MWF 10:00-10:50 MFH 162
Peter Slezak
Office: ES 452
Office hours: MWF 11:00-12:00

Phone: 220-8353
Email: slezak @ucalgary.ca

The chief aim of this course is to introduce students to the basics of physical and
human geography. The discussion will focus on interrelationships between
various physical and cultural phenomena, as related to contemporary world affairs
and issues. Specific examples and issues will be discussed in a global context.
There will be a number of guest lecturers by specialists in physical geography.
The exact schedule will be announced in class as it becomes available.

Specific topics introduced and discussed in the course will include:

1) Physical

2) Human

Text /readings:

Maps and projections

Landforms & landscapes

Oceans, rivers & lakes

Glaciers and Arctic environments
Weather basics

Global climate systems

Global populations patterns & population demographics
Migration patterns

Cultural identities: religions & languages

Economic development

Global agricultural and industrial systems

Basics of political geography

Urbanization & global urban systems

Gateway to Geography, 6™ edition: a compilation of excerpts from (1) Christopherson
and Byrne and (2) Knox, latest editions, prepared by Pearson Custom Publishing.
Available at the U of C Bookstore.



Blackboard:
All the course material will be available on the Blackboard under “Course Documents”.

Grading:
Mid-termexam # 1 (TBA) ... i, 30%
Mid-term exam # 2 (TBA) ... o 30%
Final exam (scheduled by the Registrar)  ...............cooiiiiiiiiiin... 40%
Grading system:
96-100 A+ 77-80 B 59-61 C-
90-95 A 71-76 B- 55-58 D+
86-89  A- 65-70 C+ 50-54 D
81-85 B+ 62-64 C 049 F

Please note: It is not necessary to pass all parts of the course in order to pass the course
as a whole.

Plagiarism

Academic dishonesty is not an acceptable activity at the University of Calgary and
students are strongly advised to read the Student Misconduct section in the University
Calendar. Quite often, students are unaware of what constitutes academic dishonesty or
plagiarism. The most common are 1) presenting another student’s work as your own 2)
presenting an author’s work or ideas as your own without proper referencing and 3) using
work completed for another course. This activity will not be tolerated in this course and
students conducting themselves in this manner will be dealt with according to the
procedures outlined in the calendar.

Disability Resource Centre Accommodations

It is the student’s responsibility to request academic accommodations. If you are a student with
a documented disability who may require academic accommodation and have not registered
with the Disability Resource Centre, please contact their office at 220-8237. Students who have
not registered with the Disability Resource Centre are not eligible for formal academic
accommodation. You are also required to discuss your needs with your instructor no later than

fourteen (14) days after the start of this course.




Re: Posting of Grades and Picking-up of Assignments
e All assignments will be handles on Blackboard.
e Their own grades will be available to each student on Blackboard by password access.
Grades will not be available at Geography’s main office.

Contact Information for Student and Faculty Representation
e SU VP Academic Phone: 220-3911 and e-mail: suvpaca@ucalgary.ca
e SU Faculty Rep. Phone: 220-3913 and e-mail: socialscirep@su.ucalgary.ca

Campus Safewalk
Campus Security, in partnership with the Students’ Union, provides the Safewalk service, 24
hours a day, to any location on Campus including the LRT, parking lots, bus zones and
University residences. Contact Campus Security at 220-5333 or use a help phone, and
Safewalkers or a Campus Security officer will accompany you to your Campus destination.
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